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“Just as even a trifling bit of dung has anill
smell, so likewise do I not favour becoming
even for a trifling time.”
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“Those beings are few who, when they pass
away as human beings, are reborn among
human beings or the devas. But those beings
are more numerous who, when they pass away
as human beings, are reborn in hell, in the
animal realm, in the sphere of ghosts.”
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~ By The Buddha
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“How did you cross the flood, Buddha?”
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“By not stopping, by not struggling | have
crossed the flood difficult to cross.”
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“How is it that by not stopping, by not strug-
gling you have crossed the flood difficult to
Ccross?”
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“If 1 came to a standstill, I sank. If I struggled,

| got swept away. In this way, | crossed the flood
difficult to cross.”
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And what does he know and see as it really is?
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“He knows and sees: the suffering, the origin
of suffering, the cessation of suffering and the
way leading to the cessation of suffering.”
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On one occasion, the Blessed One took up a
little bit of soil on the tip of his fingernail and

addressed the bhikkhus thus:
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“What do you think, bhikkhus, which is more:

The little bit of soil on the tip of my fingernail
or the great earth?”
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“Venerable sir, the great earth is more. The
little bit of soil that the Blessed One has taken
up on the tip of his fingernail is trifling. Com-
pared to the great earth, the little bit of soil that
the Blessed One has taken up on the tip of his
fingernail is not calculable, does not bear com-
parison, does not amount even to a fraction.”
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“So too, bhikkhus, those beings are few who,
when they pass away as human beings, are re-
born among human beings or the devas. But
those beings are more numerous who, when they
pass away as human beings, are reborn in hell, in
the animal realm, in the sphere of ghosts.”
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“So too, bhikkhus, those beings are few who,
when they pass away as devas, are reborn among
the devas or human beings. But those beings are
more numerous who, when they pass away as

devas, are reborn in hell, in the animal realm, in
the sphere of ghosts.”
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“So too, bhikkhus, those beings are few who,
when they pass away from the animal realm, are
reborn among human beings or the devas. But
those beings are more numerous who, when they
pass away from the animal realm, are reborn in
hell, in the animal realm, in the sphere of ghosts.”
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“Bhikkhus, suppose a man would throw a yoke
with a single hole into the great ocean, and there
was a blind turtle which would come to the sur-
face once every hundred years.”
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“What do you think, bhikkhus, would that
blind turtle, coming to the surface once every

hundred years, insert its neck into that yoke with
asingle hole?”
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“If it would ever do so, venerable sir, it would
be only after a very long time.”
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“Sooner, | say, would that blind turtle, com-
ing to the surface once every hundred years, in-
sert its neck into that yoke with a single hole than

the fool who has gone once to the nether world
would regain the human state.”
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For what reason?
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“Because in the nether world there is no con-
duct guided by the Dhamma, no righteous con-
duct, no wholesome activity, no meritorious ac-
tivity. The more powerful ones are eating the
weaker ones.”
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“There is, brahmin, a person who is not free
from lust for sensual pleasures, not free from
the desire and affection for them, not free from
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thirsting and fevering after them, not free from
craving for sensual pleasures. Then it happens
that a grave iliness befalls him. Thus afflicted by
agrave iliness, he thinks: 'Oh, those beloved sen-
sual pleasures will leave me, and I shall have to
leave them! Thereupon he grieves, moans, la-
ments, weeps, beating his breast and becomes
bewildered. This mortal is one who fears death,
who is afraid of death.”
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“Further, brahmin, there is a person who is
not free from lust for this body, not free from
the desire and affection for it, not free from
thirsting and fevering after it, not free from crav-
ing for the body. Then it happens that a grave
iliness befalls him. Thus afflicted by a grave ill-
ness, he thinks: 'Oh, this beloved body will leave
me, and | shall have to leave it! Thereupon he
grieves, moans, laments, weeps, beating his breast
and becomes bewildered. This mortal is one who
fears death, who is afraid of death.”
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“Further, brahmin, there is a person who has
not done anything good and wholesome, who
has not made a shelter for himself; but he has
done what is evil, cruel and wicked. Then it hap-
pens that a grave illness befalls him. Thus af-
flicted by a grave illness, he thinks: 'Oh, | have
not done anything good and wholesome, I have
not made a shelter for himself; but I have done
what is evil, cruel and wicked. I shall go hereaf-
ter to the destiny of those who do such deeds."”
Thereupon he grieves, moans, laments, weeps,
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beating his breast and becomes bewildered. This
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mortal is one who fears death, who is afraid of
[AH

death.”
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“Further, brahmin, there is a person who has
doubts and perplexity about good Dhamma and
has not come to certainty in it. Then it happens
that a grave illness befalls him. Thus afflicted by
agrave illness, he thinks: 'Oh, I am full of doubts
and perplexity about good Dhamma and have
not come to certainty in it. I shall go hereafter to
the destiny of those who do such deeds." There-
upon he grieves, moans, laments, weeps, beating
his breast and becomes bewildered. This mor-
tal is one who fears death, who is afraid of
death.”
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Belopéod —
“Just as even a trifling bit of dung has an ill

smell, so likewise do | not favour becoming even
for a trifling time.”
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“After along time at last | see

A brahmin (A Buddha) who is fully quenched,
Who by not stopping, not struggling,

Has crossed over attachment to the world.”
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